
Dear Neighbor,

The COVID-19 outbreak is continuing to change everyday 
life for millions of Americans. Despite everything most people 
are doing to protect themselves and others, October saw a 
dramatic surge in new cases across the country.

No one wants to return to where we were last March when 
schools, churches, and non-essential businesses shutdown.  
Each of us must re-double our efforts to stop the spread by 
consistently wearing a mask, social distancing, and avoiding 
public gatherings including large family events. Health 

experts say the recent uptick in cases was due to community spread, i.e., people 
unknowingly encountering someone who has the virus but is asymptomatic.

Please consider starting new holiday traditions this year to connect with family and 
friends.  It is equally important for all of us to reach out and support those who may 
be struggling or feel cut-off during the holidays.  If you are in that place or think you 
know someone who might be, please contact City Hall.  We have a well-established 
network of community service agencies and other programs that can offer assistance.

This year’s Holiday Tree Lighting and Parade of Lights event will be Saturday, 
December 5, between 6 – 7:30 PM.  Public Square will be decked out, but so will 
Elmwood Park.  We are moving the holiday tree lighting to the Civic Center and 
planning a little different celebration this year. There is more information in this 
month’s Post and on the website.  

From my family to yours, best wishes for a happy and healthy Thanksgiving.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Gregory P. Kurtz
 Mayor
 kurtzg@independenceohio.org 

Vern Blaze
 Finance Director

Gregory J. O’Brien
 Law Director

Donald Ramm
 City Engineer

Jeff Markley
 City Planner

Letitia Linker
 Human Resources  
 Director

Michael Kilbane
 Police Chief

Steve Rega
 Fire Chief

Tom Walchanowicz
 Recreation Director

Leon Karas
 Service Director

David Snyderburn
 Technical Services Director

Michael Gero
 Building Official

Angela T. Zeleznik-Zidanic
 Clerk of Courts

Dennis Zdolshek
 Procurement Coordinator

Alla Lora
 Communications Director

Jessica A. Hyser
 Economic Development  
 Director

COUNCIL MEMBERS
David Grendel, Vice Mayor
Chair, Finance
grendeld@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-678-0250

Kathleen Kapusta
Chair, Community Services 
kapustak@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-538-0616

Tom Narduzzi
Chair, Safety/Rules  
& Ordinances
narduzzit@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-318-0383

Kenn Synek
Chair, Economic Growth
 & Development
synekk@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-513-2527

James P. Trakas
Chair, Utilities & Sewers
trakasj@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-346-1971

Dale Veverka
Chair, Streets and Sidewalks
veverkad@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-407-8657

Chris Walchanowicz
Chair, Public Lands & Buildings
walchanowiczc@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-219-9789

Debi Beal
Clerk of Council
beald@independenceohio.org
Phone: 216-524-1008

Architectural Review Board
1st & 3rd Thurs. each month - 3:00 p.m.
Chairman – Norman Casini

Civil Service Commission
1st Thursday each month
Chairman - Peter Nelson

Council
2nd Tuesday each month – 7:00 p.m.

Planning Commission
1st Tuesday each month
5:30 p.m. caucus, meeting to follow

Board of Zoning Appeals
3rd Thursday each month
5:30 p.m. caucus, meeting to follow
Chairman - Mark Moreal

POLICE/FIRE EMERGENCIES  9-1-1 

Police Anonymous Tip Line 216-524-9699 

Animal Control    216-524-3940

Building Department  216-524-1019

Chamber of Commerce  216-573-2707

Council Meetings  216-328-1477

Clerk of Courts    216-524-7719

Community Services  216-524-7373

Council Clerk    216-524-1008

Economic Development  216-524-4131

Engineering Department  216-524-1374

Finance Department  216-524-4131

Fire Department   216-524-4001

Human Resources  216-524-4131

Indy Fieldhouse   216-524-0088

Library    216-447-0160

Maple Shade Cemetery  216-524-9191

Mayor’s Office    216-524-4131

Outdoor Pool    216-524-3711

Police Department  216-524-1234

Post Office    216-524-9614

Recreation Department  216-524-3262

Service Department  216-524-9191

Tech Services Dept.  216-524-9200

Website: www.independenceohio.org
Email: cityhall@independenceohio.orgYOUR CITY DIRECTORY
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Make Someone’s Holiday  
a Little Brighter 
The pandemic has affected all of our 
residents. Still, it has been particularly 
devastating to those among us who 
were already most vulnerable. 

This holiday season, we will be collecting canned food and 
monetary donations for the St. Michael Church food pantry 
and our Adopt-a-Family program. Please consider donating 
food or money to support these vital programs that help 
neighbors in need.     

Starting now, canned food donations and monetary donations 
will be accepted at the Civic Center during normal business 
hours. We can accept cash donations as well as checks (made 
payable to the City of Independence). Please write “Adopt-
a-Family” on the envelope.

If you are a resident in need of food, please visit the food 
pantry at St. Michael Church. If your family needs additional 
assistance, please call the Community Services Department 
at 216-524-7373 for information on the Adopt-a-Family 
program. Together, we can make a difference, so no one goes 
hungry this holiday season.

Commemorative Holiday Ornament
This year, the City will be selling a keepsake Christmas 
ornament to brighten up the holidays. 

Beacon Designs has produced the White House Ornaments 
for decades and has custom-designed the 3-D Independence 
City Hall ornament. Each 24kt gold, metal-etched 
keepsake comes in a velvet lined box and costs only $5. 
Residents can purchase ornaments starting November 2. 
Order forms are available on the website and at the Civic 
Center. 

Avenue of Trees
Reserve your organization’s very own 
tree to decorate this holiday season.

•  To reserve your tree, call City Hall at 216-524-4131 
 by Friday, November 20th. Please indicate which 
 category you plan to compete in.
•  Two categories: Adult Organizations and Children’s 
 Organizations
• Trees will be judged the week of December 14th.
•  One winner in each category will be awarded a $100  
 prize. Winners will be notified by phone.

Home for the Holidays 
Yard Decorating Contest
Love to decorate for the holidays? Feel like 2020 is the 
year to go BIG with bulbs, bows, inflatables and other 
festive decorations? Sign-up for the Home for the 
Holidays Decorating Contest. We all need some sparkle 
this holiday season!

•  Open to all residential addresses in the City of  
 Independence. 
•  No entry fee, but you must register.  
•  Email your name, address and phone number  
 to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org or call   
 216-524-4131 before December 3rd to register.
• Decorations/Displays must be visible from the street. 
• Judging will take place December 10th between 
 6 – 8 PM. Please leave your lights on during those  
 hours for the judges to see your display. 

Prizes will be awarded in three categories:
   

BEST TRADITIONAL DISPLAY - $100
BEST WHIMSICAL DISPLAY - $100
BEST TECHNICAL DISPLAY - $100

Photos of winning homes will be posted on the City’s 
website, social media (Facebook, Twitter), and other 
communication channels. Thank you and good luck!

Holiday Tree Lighting & Parade of Lights
Saturday, December 5, 2020 | 6 – 7:30 PM

Public Square and Elmwood Park
More information 

on Page 6.

Photo of a Beacon Design
3-D ornament
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COVID-19: Protecting Your Mental 
Well Being
The rapid emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic last 
March and the subsequent lockdowns, quarantines, and 
simultaneous state and federal prevention measures have 
dramatically impacted people's physical, mental, social, 
and financial well-being across the country and around the 
world.

Recent studies have found that the need for people to 
navigate employment insecurity, school closures, and 
dramatic changes in social behavior has major adverse 
effects on people’s mental health and ability to cope. As the 
holidays approach, many people may be feeling particularly 
vulnerable.  

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) is the nation’s 
largest grassroots mental health organization. NAMI 
GREATER CLEVELAND (NAMI GC) is a local affiliate 

that has approximately 800 peers, family, professional, and 
organizational members. They offer a variety of free support 
groups, education programs, information, referral, and 
advocacy. They also offer live, online chats, Monday-Friday 
from 9 AM – 5 PM. Go to www.namigreatercleveland.org 
and click the blue chat button on the right side of the screen. 
 
If you or someone you know needs help, reach out to NAMI 
or call the Cuyahoga County Warmline at 440-886-5950 
to talk though things with a peer 24/7. You can also text 
“4hope” to 741741, to reach the Crisis Text Line. 

If you are in crisis, please call the 24-hour Suicide Prevention, 
Mental Health/Addiction Crisis, Information and Referral 
Hotline at 216-623-6888.

NAMI GREATER CLEVELAND
216-875-7776 
TTY: 711
Email: info@namicleveland.org

Love & Marriage
Last month it was my privilege to 
officiate the marriage of a former, 
long-time Independence resident who 
is proof that you should never stop 
believing in the power of love.  

Gerald R. Liskovec, 84, lived in 
Independence for more than 25 
years with his wife Janet and their 
son Jonathan, who graduated from 
Independence High School in 1994.   

Gerald and Janet eventually moved to 
Lorain to be closer to Jonathan, his wife 
Amanda, and their daughters Avery, 11, 
and Leah, 8.  

In 2015, Janet passed away. Gerald said 
he and Janet had discussed him possibly 
finding someone else after she was gone 
because as he put it, “I like my alone 
time, but I’m not a loner.”

Last year, Gerald met Joyce Mattos, 80, 
of Simpsonville, South Carolina online. 
Joyce has three daughters and three 
grandchildren—two girls and a boy. 
Preferring the telephone over internet 
technology, Gerald and Joyce spent 
hours on the phone getting to know 
each other. They estimate they were 
talking at least 42 hours every week.
After 6-8 months, they both knew they 
had found someone special.  

On October 8th, Gerald and Joyce, 
along with former Independence 
residents Peter J. Prokay and wife 
Elizabeth, joined in the celebration at 
City Hall. Forty-nine years ago, Gerald 
was in the Prokay wedding party. Their 
friendship has only gotten stronger over 
the years.

As Mayor and on behalf of all your 
friends in Independence, I wish you 
many years filled with love, good health, 
and happiness. God Bless. 



www.independenceohio.org 5

Independence Honors Maple Shade Veterans
National Wreaths-Across-America Day is Saturday, December 19th. 2020. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions we are not able to have a ceremony to place 
wreaths at Maple Shade Cemetery.  However, the City will honor our veterans 
this holiday season by again offering “Holiday Wreath” sponsorships. All 
wreaths will be made of fresh evergreen and will have a red velvet bow. 

If you would like to sponsor a wreath, please complete and return this form 
to City Hall or the Civic Center by December 10th, 2020.  All wreaths will 
be placed at the gravesites by December 19th. 
 
NAME: __________________________________________ PHONE NO.__________________

EMAIL: _____________________________________________
Number of Sponsored Wreaths: (150 wreaths available, first come, first serve).
I would like to purchase ________ wreaths at $15.00 each.  TOTAL:  $_______________________
Please enclose a check made payable to City of Independence and return it to City Hall or the Civic 
Center. 

Please list name(s) of veteran(s) you would like to honor.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

SEASONAL EVENTS

Register Online at www.independenceohio.org 7

“STUFF THE AMBULANCE” 
           FOOD DRIVE

l Please help us fill our ambulance with Dry/Canned foods! 
l All the food collected will be given to a local food bank. 
l Food can also be dropped off at the fire station the week  
   of the event. 
l Monetary donations also accepted.    

Saturday, November 21st 
Noon to 4 PM 

Independence Drug Mart 
6160 Brecksville Rd.  

INDEPENDENCE FIRE DEPARTMENT 5TH ANNUAL

l Thursday, November 12th from Noon to 1 PM  
l Curbside pickup at the Civic Center: Drive up and pop your trunk.  
   A staff member will put your lunch in your car. 
l Reservations required: Call 216-524-7373 by November 5th 
l Free for resident veterans and active-duty military. 
l Lunch will only be available for those with reservations. 

Mayor Kurtz extends a special invitation to our residents who are  
veterans or currently serving in the Armed Forces to a “Drive-Thru”  
lunch to honor their service.  

For Independence Veterans Only

VETERANS DAY PROGRAM 

Lunch generously sponsored by: 

Mayor Kurtz extends a special invitation to residents who are 
veterans or currently serving in the Armed Forces to a “Drive-Thru” lunch 
on Thursday, November 12,  from Noon to 1 PM.  
 
Reservations required:  Call 216-524-7373 by November 5th.
Curbside pickup at the Civic Center from Noon to 1 PM.
Drive up, open your trunk & your lunch will be placed in your car.
Free for resident veterans and active-duty military.
Lunch will only be available for those with reservations.

Lunch generously sponsored by:
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With fall fast approaching, now is the perfect time to get 
your furnace and home ready for the winter months ahead. 
Here are some things you can do to prepare for winter.

Fireplace and Chimney – If you have a fireplace, have it 
cleaned by a professional. Check the chimney for loose or 
missing mortar.

Furnace – Have your furnace cleaned. Change the filter 
every month or as recommended by the manufacturer. 

Driveways and Sidewalks – Seal any driveway and sidewalk 
cracks.

House and Garage – Check siding, fascia, and soffit areas 
of the house and garage to see if they need to be repaired or 
painted.

Doors and Windows – Replace deteriorated weather-
stripping and caulk around the doors and windows. Check 
all hardware and storm windows and replace as needed.

Lawn and Landscape – 
Trim back any tree limbs 
that hit your roof or house. 
If needed, arrange to have 
trees pruned. Trim bushes 
and hedges. Shut off and 
drain outside faucets. If you 
have an underground lawn 
sprinkler system, check for leaky valves, exposed lines, and 
back-flow protection.

Roof – Check for loose shingles. Repair any damage to the 
roof and valleys.

Gutters and Downspouts – Check connection to drainage 
systems and inspect condition of gutters and downspouts. 
Clean all leaves and debris out of the gutters so they do not 
clog.

If you have any questions for the Building Department 
please contact us at 216-524-1019 or on the web at 
www.independenceohio.org. 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

The Independence Kiwanis Foundation Inc. is a non profit corporation 501C3 Charitable 
Organization for federal Income Tax purposes. Please consult your tax advisor if you have 
any questions about the tax deductibility of your contribution to the Independence Kiwanis 
Foundation Inc. Thank You for your support of this foundation.

Independence Kiwanis Foundation, Inc.

300 CLUB
$50 per Ticket / Only 300 tickets will be Sold
Ten Monthly Drawings Starting January, 2021

 1st Prize  $100
 2nd Prize   $ 75
 3rd Prize   $ 50

THERE WILL BE TWO BONUS DRAWINGS
IN MARCH AND SEPTEMBER AND

4 CHANCES TO WIN $500
Please help the Kiwanis mission of helping children.

For more information contact:
 Gil Freilino                                        Chuck Soeder
 216.524.4341                                   216.633.0600  
 freilinogs001@gmail.com          soederc@gmail.com

Holiday Tree Lighting 
& Parade of Lights

Saturday, December 5, 2020 
6 – 7:30 PM

Public Square and Elmwood Park
Residents Only

The City of Independence is proud to welcome residents to this 
year’s drive-thru Parade of Lights and Holiday Tree Lighting on 
Saturday, December 5, 2020, from 6 – 7:30 PM.  

Families interested in decorating their cars and participating in 
the parade and/or attending the tree lighting must pre-register.  

Independence families can register online or call the Recreation 
Department at 216-524-3262 or the Community Services 
Department at 216-524-7373.  

Only one registration per family. Residents must provide the 
number of children age 10 and under who will be in their 
vehicles along with an email address.   

Cars will line-up in the CVS parking lot at 5:30 PM. The Parade 
of Lights will head south on Brecksville Road, turn right on Selig 
Drive, and end at the Civic Center. That’s where the Holiday 
Tree Lighting and Santa will be this year.  

These events will bring together our community to celebrate the 
spirit of the holiday  season.



www.independenceohio.org 7

COOKING OIL
Oil used in deep fryers should be poured back into the 
original container after cooling. To safely dispose of the oil, 
call 216-524-9191 to arrange for a special Friday pick up. 
You can also leave a voicemail with your address and the 
item(s) you have for pick up. All special pick ups must be 
requested before Friday of each week.  

YARD WASTE
Yard waste pick up will end the second full week in 
December. Small amounts of yard waste can be placed in 
your rubbish cart until the spring when yard waste pick up 
will resume.

CHIPPER 
Chipper service is a free, year-round service. Branches for 
the chipper must be on the treelawn with the cut ends of 
the branches facing towards the street. Call the Service 
Department at 216-524-9191 to schedule curbside chipper 
service.  

LEAF PICK UP THROUGH NOVEMBER
• You, DO NOT have to call the Service Department to  
 have leaves picked up. 
•  Rake leaves onto your TREELAWN - DO NOT rake  
 leaves into the street. Leaves in the street create a  
 potential traffic hazard and can lead to flooding when  
 they wash into catch basins during hard rains and heavy  
 snowfalls. 
•  DO NOT mix yard waste such as branches, vines, or  
 weeds with leaves. These items clog up the vacuum  
 tubes which can cause unnecessary delays.
•  Remove any foreign objects such as rakes, stones, and  
 rocks, from leaf piles. These items will damage and  
 disable the machine. 

There are no set times or dates for Leaf Pick Up.

HOLIDAY RUBBISH & RECYCLING PICK UP:
The Service Department will be closed on Thanksgiving, 
Thursday, November 26th.

Rubbish, recycling, and yard waste will be picked up on 
Friday, November 27th, for residents who have a regular 
Thursday rubbish day.  

Please leave your items on the treelawn and understand some 

pick ups may occur after 4:30 pm on Friday, November 
27th, due to the double routes. All other scheduled pick ups 
will remain the same. 

There will also be a Special Pick up on Friday, November 
27th. Please call in your address and items before Friday.  
 
ITEMS PICKED UP ON YOUR TRASH DAY
Place any of the items below on the treelawn with your 
normal trash.

• Mattresses/Box Springs (all sizes)
• Televisions (all sizes)
•  Toilets/Non-Metal Sinks, tubs, countertops, doors,  
 microwaves, etc.
• Household Furniture (couches, recliners, wooden  
 furnishings, tables, toys, etc.)
•  Carpet/carpet padding (rolled and tied, not exceeding  
 4-feet in length and not weighing over 50 pounds)
•  Lumber (cut into manageable pieces and bundled)

Not accepted: Excessive home remodeling debris 
Call the City of Independence 216-524-9191 to schedule a 
dumpster rental. Large dumpsters are only available between 
April and October, weather permitting. Small dumpsters are 
available year-round.

Not accepted: Tires. Please contact a tire retailer for disposal 
or plan to have the tires picked up through the County 
Round-up Program the first three (3) Fridays in September.

Special Pick Up occurs every Friday. Please call the Service 
Department at 216-524-9191 by Thursday of each week 
to be added to the schedule. If you call after hours, leave 
a voicemail with your address and describe the item(s) for 
Special Pick Up.  

Items must be curbside on Friday by 7:30 am for pick up.   

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS FOR A FRIDAY SPECIAL 
PICK UP: 

• Appliances (refrigerators, washers, dryers, dishwashers,  
 stoves, etc.
• Metal items (lawnmowers, snow blowers, A/C units,  
 scrap metal, dehumidifiers, etc.)
• Light bulbs, fluorescent tubes, CFL bulbs, etc.
• Computers, printers, monitors, shredders, etc.
•  Paints, oil, chemicals, stains, batteries, propane 
 tanks, etc.

SERVICE DEPARTMENT
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Safeguarding Your Parked Car
Theft from parked cars is generally a crime of opportunity. 
The criminal observes something of potential value in plain 
view from outside of the vehicle. Briefcases, purses, cell 
phones, and computers left on the seat or floor of your car 
can make a very tempting target. 

Here are some tips that can help to safeguard your 
parked car:

Lock your doors
While this piece of 
advice should be a no-
brainer, up to a quarter 
of vehicle thefts are 
from unlocked cars. 
Locked cars deter those 
who might just be waiting around for an easy target. DO 
NOT leave keys/fobs in the car.

Keep it tidy
Even an empty shopping bag can tempt thieves who may 
think it contains valuables. If you have a wagon or SUV that 
leaves your cargo area on display, consider getting a cover. 
Most vehicles can be fitted with inexpensive retractable 
covers to help keep shopping bags or other belongings out 
of sight.

Conceal all the evidence
Don't leave any items out to temp thieve. Stow your 
electronics and accessories out of sight or take them with 
you. Also, hide power plugs, telltale iPod adapters, or 
nav-system windshield suction-cup mounts, and put the 
cigarette lighter back in place.

Stash before - not after - you park
Get in the habit of putting shopping bags in the trunk 
right when you return to the vehicle, rather than after you 
park at the next place. According to National Insurance 
Crime Bureau (NICB) spokesman Frank Scafidi, thieves 
sometimes linger in busy parking lots looking for valuables 
being moved out of sight. Don't display to them what you 
have.
  
Completely close windows and sunroofs
No, it's not just because thieves might reach in through the 
gap and open your locks with a coat hanger. Open windows 
will disable the pressure sensor in some car alarms, leaving 
the vehicle more vulnerable to break-in and potentially 
giving thieves more time before the alarm sounds.

Park for visibility
Park in a busy, well-lit area, and avoid concealment from 
larger vehicles, fences, or foliage. Most thieves will not risk 
being seen committing a crime, if at all possible. 

Vehicle-Deer Collision Prevention
Most collisions between cars and deer happen October 
through December, when deer are on the move more, and 
when their minds are clouded by hormones as they seek 
mates. Remember, the time changes and it is getting dark 
much earlier.

Deer are most active at dawn and dusk. During those times, 
it is particularly important to drive slowly and cautiously. 
Slowing down is the singular most important way to avoid 
an accident. Keep an eye on the sides of the road, not just 
the road itself. We’re all prone to “road hypnosis” where we 
start zoning out looking at those white lines, but stay alert 
to your surroundings to prevent yourself from hitting deer 
and other animals such as coyote.

Do not throw food waste – apple cores, peanut shells, and 
salty fast food wrappers -- out of car windows and on to the 

side of the road.  Deer 
and other animals are 
drawn to the scent of the 
food and wander into 
roadways.  Also, never 
put a wildlife feeder 
adjacent to a street.

If you do have a deer cross your path and can’t brake fast 
enough to avoid it, resist that knee-jerk urge to swerve. As 
terrible as it would be to collide with a deer, you will likely 
have a much more serious, possibly fatal accident if you 
instead hit another vehicle head-on. 

Taking these precautions will help you protect yourself, 
your passengers, innocent wildlife, and your vehicle.

– Judy Burrier, ACO
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

Thanksgiving: Leading Day For Home 
Cooking Fires
Proper Precautions Make a Safe, Festive Family Holiday 
Cooking is the leading cause of all fires in Ohio and the 
United States, and Thanksgiving Day is the peak day for 
home cooking fires. 

The latest Data from the U. S. Fire Administration (2018) 
estimates the leading causes of injuries in residential fires 
are as follows:

1. Cooking: 3,100 injuries
2. Other unintentional, careless: 1,450 injuries
3. Open flame: 975 injuries
4. Electrical malfunctions: 825 injuries

The State Fire Marshal is once again reminding Ohioans 
about the dangers of cooking fires during the holiday season.

The biggest problem is 
unattended fires. If no 
one is watching, things 
can get out of control 
fast. Stay in the kitchen 
when you are frying, 
grilling, broiling, or 
boiling food. If you are 
simmering, roasting, or baking, check the food regularly, 
use a timer, and never leave the house while a heating 
source is on.

Use the following tips to reduce the 65% of holiday fires 
that occur due to cooking:

• Have a safety zone: keep children and pets at least three  
 feet away from the stove and oven.
•  Never hold a child or pet while cooking.
•  Avoid wearing loose clothing (like dangling sleeves)  
 while cooking.
•  Keep potholders, oven mitts, towels, and anything  
 flammable away from your stovetop.
•  Clean food and grease from burners and the stovetop.
•  If you use a turkey fryer, keep it outside and away from  
 buildings and other structures such as garages, carports,  
 and decks. Never leave the turkey fryer unattended.  
 The turkey should be 100% thawed prior to frying.  
 Always follow the manufacturer’s instructions.

•  Keep an ABC multi-purpose dry chemical fire  
 extinguisher nearby. Never use water on a grease fire.  
 Water and grease are a dangerous combination. Water  
 will cause hot grease to splatter.
•  If you are cooking and a fire starts, turn off the heat  
 source, put a lid on it, dial 911, and get out!

Make sure you have a working smoke alarm installed on 
every level of your home and in each bedroom or sleeping 
area. Each member of the household should know the 
home fire escape plan and practice it twice a year. Guests 
should be aware of the escape plan and the location of any 
fire extinguishers in case there is an emergency.

Have a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving!

Independence Fire Department 5th Annual

“Stuff the Ambulance” 
Food Drive

Saturday, November 21st 
Noon to 4:00 pm 

Independence Discount Drug Mart
6160 Brecksville Road

• Please help us fill our ambulance with  
 dry/canned foods! 
•  All food collected will be given to a local  
 food bank.
•  Food can also be dropped off at the fire  
 station the week of the event. 
•  Monetary donations are also accepted!
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Thank you to employees  
Thanksgiving marks the season of gratitude. I want to thank all the City 
employees who have worked and continue to work tirelessly to keep our 
community safe during the pandemic. 

The list below is long because it includes many part-time, seasonal, and 
temporary employees who were hired to support strict federal and state 

health guidelines. Thank you for working with us! 

I’m also grateful to the employees who are not able to work remotely, but 
arrive every day on campus to serve our residents.  

– Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz

POLICE
Shane Bates  
Brad Borowy 
Mark Buehner  
Cristopher Collise 
Chris Cross 
Brian Dalton 
Jim Green
Jeremy Harper
Everett Haworth 
Mark Hoprich 
Troy Keegan 
Michael Kilbane 
Chuck Kingzett
Jim Kroeger 
Autumn Ray Likes
Andrew March  
Michael March 
James Martin 
Mike Murphy 
Ray Pacl  
Richard Paine 
Jim Polak  
Kevin Repicky  
Scott Sedlock 
Brian Shirk-Schmalenberger
Gregory Smagola
Gregory Tinnirello 
Bryan Vitron 
Evan Waidley 
Chuck Wilson 
Randy Wilson 
Mary Cox 
Jamie Pollack 
Dan Luciano
Dan Barner
Jeff Mudra
Judy Burrier 

FIRE
Frank Aiello 
Ray Arona 
David Bronza
John Butler Jr
Dominic Canitia
Anthony Caruso
Deborah Casentini
Ryan Dailey 
Austin Dapsis
Jason Fahl 
Russel Fedyk
Michael Fielding 
Jon Figliola
Nathan Gardner 
Michael Grande
Mike Guzi 
Chris Hampton
David Kren 

Gavin Kruchan
Kyle Krysiak  
Joe Lecznar 
Nick Loparo 
Joe Murray 
Daniel Poulson 
Steven Rega
Donald Reis
James Wheeler 
Mike Wodarczyk
Mike Florjancic
Dave Haffner
Dave Javor
Jim Loparo 
Scott Reid 

FINANCE
Vern Blaze
Maggie Osysko
Carrie Barner 
Dennis Zdolshek  
Mitch Krofta
Renee Krysiak
Molly Snow 

ECON DEV
Jessica Hyser 

BUILDING
Amy Dailey
Michael Gero 
Lori Mallernee   
Jack Wygonski 

ENGINEERING
Janine Boehm 
Clark Merdes
Joseph Potoma
Donald Ramm  
Coral Jean Troxell

COMMUNITY SVC
Marcia Abbadini
Claudia Duhan 
Rita Glover
Lori Rizzardi  
Gabrielle Schultz 
Marilyn Senick
Amber Veverka
Marcine Bugaj 
Luz Johnston
Terry Shaffer 
Emma Albrigo 
Laura Artuso 
Leah Bierman 
Anna Cozzarin 
Brian Csornok 
Maddi DeAngelis

Emily Duhn 
Anthony Fryer 
Sarah Greene
Emma Harding 
Faith Harwood
Nancy Kuthan   
Anna Laguardia 
Harmony Lasich 
Diana Manocchio
Kristen McCollum
Barbara Mowrer 
Anthony Presot 
Lorrie Ramm 
Amy Reshni  
Rachel Sekerak 
Tyler Skoczen 
Caitlin Sluka 
Mary Stayanchi 
Kelsey Stefanski 
Sydney Wrabel

RECREATION
Dale Babka 
Chuck Ridgway 
Therese Piskach
Paul Priebe IV 
Kimberly Rega
Samantha Richardson 
Robert Sobczak  
Kalli Spisak 
Courtney Stock 
Lauren Taras
Jude Telesz 
Tatum Thompson 
Trevor Thompson 
Daniel Tomon
Anthony Trombetta 
Angela Vitantonio
Malena Vitantonio 
Jake Wells
Sean Zach 
Dominique Zimon 
Sam Zimon
Bonnie Malue 
Kimberly O'Malley 
Morgan Pascarella
Lexi Prokopius
Kaitlin Richards 
Emily Skoczen 
Emma Somrak 
Madison Elizabeth Stepanik
Paige Westerburg 
Hailey Wilmot
Anthony Appenzeller 
Dmitri Dmitruk 
Linda Farace
April Lemke
Cynthia Ridgway-Woznicki 

Eric Sarley  
Tom Walchanowicz
Greg Adams
Ava Catherine Barone
Sam Coddington  
Kenneth Cuglewski 
Logan DeCarlo 
Stanley Derbin 
Marianne Fike 
Michael Graziadei 
Therese Guinto 
Adam Liebal
Katherine McGrath
Daniel Patrick Mewhinney
Lisa Muhlbach  
Joseph Nawalaniec 
Erin Nellis 
Andrew Neuman 
James Polak
Hannah Presot 
Dennis Puening 
Clare Ann Rieger
Ty Roberts 
Qadr-Rifky Ruzbihan
Nathan Steffas  
Therese Sullivan 
Addison Westerburg
Jim Wotowiec
Amanda Yagoda
Mark Chaney 
James Ball Sr. 
John Bugaj  
Nathan Cannon
Grant Hawkins 
Don King
Tim Kosmata
Martin Longa 
August Milczewski 
Kyra Molchan 
George Pelesky 
Chris Roan 
Budd Scalisi
Ben Scarcella
Ted Shaffer
Ed Sklodowski
Tyler Heath Welsh
David Witkowski
Matthew Andel
Michael Kundmueller 
Matt Kurkul 
Anthony Mancini 
Ryan Wancata 
Joe Wisniewski
Luca Aldewereld 
Jesse Belitz 
John F Belitz
Josh Belitz 
Rachel Belitz 

Sam Belitz
Lucy Biliunas 
Lyndsay Blum 
Hannah Botzman
Joseph Botzman 
Lindsey Budzowski 
Shane Clough
Martha Clymer 
John Eisenmann 
Hannah Fleming 
Josette George
Miranda Gibson 
Ryan Gibson  
Lauren Grande 
Linda Hendrix 
Allison Ksiazka
Ali Laski 
Erik Liebal 
James Ludwig 
Cynthia Lusk
Kevin McGrath Jr. 
Emma McGreal  
Sage Neidbalson 
Blaise O'Malley 
Collin Patton 
Joe Pinjuh II

TECH SVCS
Kathie Alexie 
Richard Crane 
Paul Kershner 
Eric J Latterner
Michael Meyer
David Snyderburn

IT
Ryan Prosser 

SERVICE
Chris Cichocki 
Paul Porch
Justin Prugar
Scot Wright
Ed Carney
David Doskocz 
Ryan Goralczyk 
Tim A Krueger
Ronald Miller 
Albert Quarrick  
Thaddeus Stanley
Tim Topolski 
Nick Zmija 
Max Ciccarello
Michael Marley
William Peskura 
John Porch II
Louis Balog 
Alec Carron 

Frank Csomor 
John Calabro
Curtis McCollum 
Charles Wolf 
Thomas Avsec 
Leon Karas
Marie Pinizzotto
Edward Timinski 
Andy Tomko
Anissa Hansen
Joseph Bellino
Daniel Kanar
Donald Kraus
Daniel Ksiazka
Tristan Otis 
Phil Snabel 
Joe Lanzalaca 
Ron Sposit 
Ed Timinski Jr.

BOARDS
William Gutermuth 
Dale Lytkowski
Norman Casini
Charles Bredt 
Carol Fortlage 
Pasquale Monteleone Jr.
Mark Moreal  
Mark Kwiatkowski
Peter Nelson 
William Zarlenga Jr. 
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Debra Beal 
David Grendel 
Kathleen Kapusta 
Tom Narduzzi 
Kenn Synek
James Trakas 
Dale Veverka 
Chris Walchanowicz

MAYOR
Gregory Kurtz  
Letitia Linker 
Darlynn Velotta 
Alla Lora
Monica Motylinski
Gayle Rudary

COURT
Cindy Metz
Cathy Turkovic
Angie Zidanic
William Doyle 
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COUNCIL MEETING – OCTOBER 13, 2020

MAYOR KURTZ’S REPORT
The pandemic's effects have intensified 
the threat to people's lives, livelihoods, 
and the economy. 

Most of us thought this would be 
a temporary health emergency. 
Unfortunately, it has proven to be more 
virulent. Some changes to our personal 

and working lives will outlast the coronavirus. 
 
Protecting our residents, businesses, and visitors is my 
priority. At the same time, I remain focused on ensuring 
the City emerges from COVID-19 in the strongest position 
possible. The COVID-19 reset has begun. 

Long-term strategic planning is critical. Companies are 
using technology to address changing work environments to 
stay competitive, and the City must do the same. We are 
carefully evaluating software programs to unify and upgrade 
departments' asset management, streamline recordkeeping, 
and provide contactless services to protect staff, residents and 
other constituents.  

This is not about the future; it is about the present. Many 
organizations are considering how to provide additional 
resources related to remote working to address employees' 
emotional well-being. Recent surveys found that many 
people feel they are constantly at work when they are at 
home, leading to exhaustion and burnout. Businesses are 
also determining the best way to have some employees return 
to a safe work environment to support better in-person 
collaboration and productivity.

The City has a well-established reputation for high-level 
services and support to our residents and business district. 

The coronavirus's lasting impact 

demands that we keep our finger on the pulse of this health 
emergency and take action to strengthen and sustain our 
economic potential now.

Our future success depends on how well we blend 
institutional knowledge with fresh ideas, innovation, and 
ingenuity. The City's distinctive and competitive identity 
needs to be elevated and amplified to reflect our adaptability 
and leadership in this evolving post-pandemic environment.  

Let's do this together. 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BLAZE’S REPORT
The City currently has $17.375 million in one-
year notes that mature in December. The City’s 
options are to either re-issue one-year notes, or 
bond these notes out by issuing a longer-term 
instrument (a bond), where the interest rate 

would be fixed for a longer period of time than just one year.

After much discussion and consultation, the majority of 
Council and the Administration decided to pursue the long-
term bond option since tax-free municipal borrowing rates 
reached all-time, historic lows back in early August. The 
conclusion reached was that if there ever was a time to lock 
in low interest rates, when they are at/near all-time historic 
lows would be that time.

The City intends to use cash to pay off $2.125 million of the 
current $17.375 one-year notes when they mature, resulting 
in a bond issue of $15.25 million.

To prepare to issue those bonds as soon as late October, 
the City had to obtain a rating from one of the national 
credit rating agencies. Having had a past relationship with 
Moody’s, it was decided to have Moody’s once again rate the 
City and its debt.

A lot of demographic, economic and financial data was 
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prepared and resulted in the compilation of a comprehensive 
Preliminary Official Statement (POS). The POS and Moody’s 
credit rating will both be used by investment managers when 
submitting bids (interest rates) on the upcoming bond issue.

Moody’s has 21 different credit rating categories – ten 
of them in the Investment Grade category and 11 in the 
Speculative Grade category. I am happy to report that of those 
21 credit rating categories, Independence was awarded the 
second highest rating possible – Aa1 – and obviously in the 
Investment Grade category. Moody’s summary description 
of an Aa1 rating is “High quality, very low credit risk.”

A credit rating that high does not happen by accident. It 
takes consistent, concerted and collaborative efforts by the 
Mayor and administrative team, members of Council and 
the Finance Team to comprehensively ensure that the City’s 
financial management results in ratings such as the one 
received. My heartfelt “thanks” goes out to everyone involved 
in this process this year and those involved for a lot longer 
than just this year – your dedication and service to the City 
does not go unnoticed.

I have been asked what it would take for Independence to 
obtain the highest credit rating possible. The bar for that 
rating is quite high. In addition to the above-noted $15+ 
million bond, the City also has over $10 million in other 
outstanding long-term bonds, and also owes itself over $20 
million now (due to cash being advanced from the General 
Fund to various TIF Funds that should ultimately be paid 
back to the General Fund). 

That totals over $45 million of liabilities that are formally 
recognized by the auditors on the City’s Balance Sheet (A 
financial statement lists what is owned and subtracts off 
from that what is owed). That total liabilities level of over 
$45 million would have to be significantly reduced for 
Independence to be able to achieve the highest credit rating 
possible.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:
GRENDEL – FINANCE
The Planning Commission met on Tuesday, October 6th, 
and there was only one item on the agenda. The Commission 
by a 4-0 vote approved a request by Kent State University 
Podiatric School for a U-3 Special Conditional Use Permit 
to install a 315.2 kW ground mount solar array. Numerous 
solar panels will be installed in an area on the west side of the 
school’s property close to the entrance ramp from Rockside 

Road and I-77 north onto I-480 east.

I supported the passage of Ordinances 2020-96, 97 and 101 
which was extensively researched and drafted by Greg O’Brien 
and our Legal Department as well as Building Official Mike 
Gero. Ordinance 2020-96 will be extensively used by the 
Building Department when working with developers and 
entities seeking to locate their businesses in Independence, 
and Ordinance 2020-97 deals with public buildings and land 
belonging to the City as well as the School District. Finally, 
Ordinance 2020-101 updates our City’s sign ordinance. I 
expect that there may be some modifications to the ordinance 
in the future after its implementation in 2021.

I also support Ordinance 2020-108 accepting the base bid 
of DiGioia-Suburban Excavating, LLC for the Hillside Road 
East Sidewalk Improvements project in an amount not to 
exceed $644,829.60. All four bids were competitive and 
below the Engineer’s base bid of $750,000.

Finally, best wishes to the I.H.S. football team which finished 
the regular season with a 5-1 record and impressive victories 
over Trinity, Lutheran West, Orange and don’t forget our 
rivals, Cuyahoga Heights. They play Monroeville in the first 
round of the playoffs on October 16th. 

The Blue Devil volleyball team has a 19-3 record, and they 
earned the Number 1 seed in the Division III Northeast 
Ohio District 1 Tournament. Only a difficult match with 
Padua remains on their regular season schedule. 

After a two year hiatus, the girls’ golf team is heading back 
to the State Golf Championship Tournament in Columbus. 
The team shot a collective 374 at the Division II Sable Creek 
District to end in 2nd place, 8 strokes behind Laurel. Allie 
Ksiazka led the way with an 83, and Morgan Pascarella shot 
an 88. Congratulations on your achievements and best of 
luck at the State Championship Tournament.

KAPUSTA – COMMUNITY SERVICES
I wish to express my sympathy to the families of Ernest 
(Bud) Drinnon, Frank Krakowski, Ruth Macura, Edith 
Mausser, Donald Moracz, Thomas Murphy, Charlotte 
O’Boyle, LaVerne Pichert, Daniel Ripepi, Elmer Roote, 
Evelyn Skoczen, Colleen Smith and Carl Szubski. I am so 
sorry for the loss of your loved ones.

The Community Services Committee meeting was held on 
September 30, 2020. At the start of the meeting, Director 
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Marilyn Senick, who recently passed away, was acknowledged 
for her many years of service to the Independence 
Community. She will be deeply missed. Angie Zidanic 
provided an update on the activities of the drug prevention 
initiatives. Programs are always being evaluated for their 
effectiveness and appropriateness for our student population. 
Campus Life Program continues to reach out through one 
on one, small groups and an online presence. Director Tom 
Walchanowicz and Amber Veverka presented a detailed 
review of their Five-Year Capital budgets. Additionally, both 
departments detailed their operations during the Covid-19 
pandemic. While designing programming in accordance with 
health and safety guidelines, these departments continued 
to meet the needs of our residents. Yes, some programs and 
approaches have changed, but what has not changed is the 
dedication and commitment of these staff members on 
behalf of our residents. Hopefully, these challenging times 
were made somewhat more tolerable for having enjoyed a 
drive-in movie, a concert on the square, a delicious lunch or 
a swim in our refreshing pool.

NARDUZZI – SAFETY/RULES & ORDINANCES
Good evening everyone. Safety Committee met on 
September 29, 2020, and there were a list of talking points. 
On the agenda first and foremost Chief Kilbane was asked 
about the recent gas station robberies, and his response was 
this: We have joined forces with the county prosecutor, they 
have organized a task force because this is a robbery crew 
that is hitting all over the greater Cleveland area. Their MO 
is to target gas stations that are close to the freeway and entry 
ramps obviously for a quick getaway. They hit both the Shell 
station and the Sunoco station on Rockside Road. They have 
curtailed their activity as of late, but what we have also done 
is some intelligence work and narrowed down the hours of 
times that the robberies were most likely to happen. We are 
taking some steps to keep our valuable gas stations under 
surveillance during these targeted times.

The recent car break-ins were also another topic of 
conversation. This is a much larger problem. There have 
been at least 19 communities in the greater Cleveland area 
that have been hit by the crews . There are several large crews 
or gangs if you will of juveniles out of Cleveland, coming out 
here. They tend to hit nicer suburbs. The municipality has 
made some arrests. Three juvenile were arrested in a car that 
was stolen from Independence. They were interrogated by 
detectives, and one juvenile said they come out here because 
people leave nice stuff in their cars and leave them unlocked; 

and we don’t touch any cars that 

are locked. They only enter unlocked vehicles. If there was 
anything of value they take it. Before they leave the car 
they press the starter button to see if the owner left the fob 
somewhere in it. If they do they take the car. We have had I 
believe four vehicles stolen from our city. Brunswick had six 
in one night. They’re up to double digits in just about every 
city in the greater Cleveland area which has had multiple 
vehicles taken because folks are leaving them open. Please 
be cautious if you leave your cars outside. Lock them and do 
not leave any valuables inside. I was glad to hear Mayor Kurtz 
addressed this in his Friday night message to the residents. 
I believe a well-informed community is a safer community. 

SYNEK – ECONOMIC GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
Here’s some great economic news amongst the otherwise 
ugly economic environment stemming from the Covid-19 
shutdown. As you may recall, the Federal government 
extended Tax Day from April 15 until July 15 this year. 
That delay caused much angst and uncertainty regarding the 
City’s collection of its single most important revenue source: 
municipal income tax revenue. Taxes paid by businesses and 
residents to RITA on April 15 normally are received by the 
City in June, but the change of the tax filing deadline meant 
that the City’s revenues were delayed until September. Well, 
the numbers are now in, and they are far, far better than 
anticipated. Some were predicting a 10% or more reduction 
in tax revenues due to the shutdown, but the actual results 
show that for the nine months ended September 30, the City 
has collected the highest amount of MITR ever. Through 
the first 9 months of this year, the City has collected $25.8 
million of MITR, which is an increase of $0.5 million over 
the same period for the preceding year. Again, MITR is at an 
all-time record high so far this year. 

So it seems that the City of Independence is not going to 
suffer a significant revenue loss in 2020. The Covid shutdown 
certainly didn’t help things, but there is definitely NOT an 
economic state of emergency in Independence that would 
require the City to cut jobs, services, programs or capital 
spending. In March and April, a 10% or 20% revenue 
reduction seemed plausible, but recent data shows those early 
estimates were far too pessimistic. Most of the businesses on 
Rockside Road have been able to maintain their employment 
and payroll levels thanks to the Trump PPP loan program. 
But if the economy does not revive quickly, job losses are 
inevitable, and City revenues will suffer. There likely will be 
a day of reckoning eventually, but I don’t think it will arrive 
until 2021 or 2022, if ever. 

CITY COUNCIL NEWSVision Statement: “To be the  premier community  in which to live, work, visit and raise a family”
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Even if revenue were to decline, every year, after all of the 
City’s lavish operating costs are paid, the City still has $10 
million left over. That $10 million is then used for capital 
projects and debt repayment. I foresee the City scaling back 
on capital spending just a little bit just to be cautious. In any 
case, there will be no financial reason for the City to cut jobs 
or services to residents. The City was in great shape before the 
pandemic, and we will be in great shape after the pandemic. 
The City of Cleveland’s failure to protect downtown during 
the May 30 riots will drive more businesses to relocate to 
Independence. Our prime location, free parking, and 
safety and security will keep Independence in great shape 
financially. 

I support Ordinance 2020-101 which modernizes the 
City’s sign regulations. The City's current sign ordinance 
was enacted on August 11, 1987. Since that time, there 
have been a number of significant changes in Federal law 
that make certain aspects of the City's 1987 sign ordinance 
unconstitutional. In 2015, the Supreme Court rendered a 
unanimous decision in the case Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ 
that says a City's content-based regulations on signage are a 
violation of the First Amendment protections of free speech. 
The Supreme Court has ruled that any local sign ordinance 
that requires someone to read the sign to determine whether 
or not the ordinance applies is unconstitutional. Cities are 
now prohibited from enacting laws that regulate signage 
based on the message conveyed on the sign. The City needed 
to update its outdated 1987 sign ordinance in order to comply 
with the current law of the land. The new sign ordinance also 
takes into account technological changes that have occurred 
since 1987. In 1987, no one could have envisioned that large, 
high-definition video displays suitable for outdoor use would 
become widely available at a reasonable cost. The new sign 
ordinance bans any new electronic signs, which will prevent 
Rockside Road from turning into Times Square or the Las 
Vegas strip. Some have speculated that this sign ordinance is 
being motivated by partisan politics. Such is simply not the 
case. The timing of the November presidential election and 
the long past due update of the City's 1987 sign ordinances 
is purely coincidental. The new ordinance will not go into 
effect until January 1, 2021, so it has no bearing on the 2020 
Presidential election. 

Lastly, I am pleased to hear that the Administration is 
moving forward with security enhancements at City Hall 
via Ordinance 2020-106. At the same time, I hope that 
the Administration will do a better job in the future of 
communicating major changes to City Hall like this one 

to Council via the Public Lands and Buildings Committee. 
Council, as representatives of the people of Independence 
and controllers of the purse strings, needs to be fully engaged 
in the process of upgrading City Hall. 

TRAKAS – UTILITIES
Mayor Kurtz, Finance Director Blaze, Mr. Vice Mayor, 
Members of Council and Citizens, the Utilities Committee 
did not meet in the month of September and will avail itself 
of a November meeting to discuss 2020 clean up matters, 
2021 budgetary items, utility aggregation, and other topics 
before the Committee.

2020 has been the most unusual of years, including weather 
activity. The volume of rainfall and large amount of citywide 
flooding in my estimation should give us pause to evaluate 
the effectiveness of our utility strategy. I would like to 
prioritize a stormwater management discussion for early 
2021 to evaluate the effectiveness of our existing programs 
and strategy, look for other best practices that may benefit 
the people of Independence and use expertise available to us 
to either validate our approach or supplement it with other 
proven ways to conduct stormwater that protects property 
and prevents to the extent that we can prevent flooding of 
yards and basements. I know that an enhanced tree strategy 
is one of those approaches, and look forward with an open 
mind to consider others.

Of late, a number of attempted vehicle thefts in Independence 
and other suburbs highlighted the importance of individual 
vigilance to protect oneself from potential theft. A group 
of juvenile delinquents, not from our community, have 
attempted to steal vehicles from residential driveways. 
According to Chief Michael Kilbane, these criminals have 
been apprehended but due to the closure of the Juvenile 
Court due to COVID-19 concerns, these youths have not 
been adjudicated and are released to the cognizance of their 
parents or guardians. This has not dissuaded their criminal 
behavior.

The spate of break-ins reminds us to protect ourselves. If 
we cannot park inside of a locked garage, then take steps 
to assure that your vehicles are locked, that the keys or fobs 
to the vehicles are not inside the vehicle, that valuables are 
retrieved from your vehicles when unoccupied so as to not 
make for a target of criminals. Turn on your lights at night 
and let us all look out for ourselves and our neighbors by 
being vigilant. Our Police do an amazing job, but they 
cannot be on every street at all times. It takes just a few steps 
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to not make ourselves targets of crime. Lock your doors, lock 
your windows, keep security lights on, do not leave valuables 
unattended. 

Last month, Chairman Narduzzi convened the Safety 
Committee for a healthy discussion on staffing needs and 
resource deployment. Safety is our most critical goal, and our 
community is looking at increasing the headcount of both 
our Police and Fire/Emergency Services departments. That 
degree of public protection should help our community to 
be safe both in the residential and commercial areas. Some 
high profile criminal activity in the commercial area also 
prompted the city to ask retail establishments to increase 
private security, which has been done at no cost to the 
taxpayers. 

A brief discussion was held relative to the placement of a 
Joint Forces Safety Center north of Rockside Road nearer 
to the commercial district. I encourage these discussions, 
first discussed by Mayor Pete Wisnieski and embraced by 
Mayor Kurtz. Both Police Chief Kilbane and Fire Chief Rega 
support this in concept, and I look forward to getting the 
details to see if this concept can become reality to further 
protect our residents and guest workers and visitors during 
the day.

Lastly, both Chiefs have lamented that it has been more 
difficult these days to recruit qualified candidates for 
the Police and Fire Departments. I suggest that the City 
collaborate with the School District to create a high school 
public safety program similar to a Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Program. The concept would be to educate for 
credit, young people to encourage careers in public safety 
that can lead to working on behalf of the residents in our 
community. Former Mayor Anthony Togliatti shared with 
me a similar program in SE Ohio, so this not a novel concept, 
but it is one I do hope can be thoroughly explored so that 
we can recruit a new generation of public safety professionals 
serving the people of Independence from our own residents. 
I look forward to those discussions as well.
That is my report, to all our military veterans and families, 
the 11th of November is the day set aside to remember those 
who have served to preserve the American Republic and 
fight for our high values abroad. A great Thanksgiving to 
our veterans and the families that support them. 

VEVERKA – STREETS & SIDEWALKS
Streets and Sidewalks Committee met on September 1st. 

During that meeting there was no 

discussion of Ordinance 2020-107. This Ordinance caught 
me by surprise as there was no discussion of the need to 
revisit the Brecksville Road bridge over I-480. It is my hope 
that this Ordinance be referred to the Streets and Sidewalks 
committee.

I cannot support Ordinance 2020-101 relating to the 
revamping of the city sign code. The legislation does not deal 
with the complexities of enforcement. The legislation doesn’t 
provide relief for realtor, community event (Kiwanis), garage 
sale or other signs that are a part of life in our community. 
We would be laying at the feet of the Building Official the 
huge responsibility of enforcement and the inevitable charges 
of selective enforcement that would surely follow.

We recently strayed from the practice of providing Council 
Legislation a full ten days before we as a Council are asked 
to thoughtfully consider and approve this legislation. This 
month nine pieces of legislation were made available only 
four days before Council members are being asked to approve 
much of the legislation as part of the Consent Agenda. 
Being residents elected representatives has put Council in an 
unenviable position. We are asked to approve legislation with 
lasting effects on the community at large with little time for 
thoughtful reflection and consideration.

Hopefully residents have been enjoying the beautiful weather 
and the gradual display of gorgeous fall colors before our 
Service Department collects them and leaves us with the 
colorful memories.

WALCHANOWICZ – PUBLIC LANDS & BUILDINGS
I hope everyone is enjoying this fall weather, all of the 
beautiful colors from our trees turning and Halloween right 
around the corner. This past month has been a little trying. 
My heart goes out to all of the residents who have been 
violated by their car being stolen or broken into. We had 
two Safety Committee meetings this past month, and I can 
tell you that Chief Kilbane and our Police Department are 
on top of things working very hard to make our City safer. 
It’s crazy the times we live in now. I remember growing up, 
we never had to worry about locking our cars or even our 
houses. It is very sad to see where we have come. So please 
be safe, make sure you spend a couple of minutes every night 
and lock up.

It is very disappointing that we had to cancel yet another 
wonderful event last month. Many of us really enjoy Fall 
Fest. I pray next year will bring us back to some normalcy.

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
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I’m glad to see how successful our senior lunch pickup on 
Tuesdays and Fridays have been. So many great compliments 
on the food! It’s just another amazing program we do for our 
residents.

We are in the final stages of our GPD assessment. We should 
have our final draft in the near future, and step one will be 
making our City Hall and Civic Center safer with much 
better security.

My heart goes out to Marilyn Senick’s family. She was a 
great employee and really cared for our seniors. Marilyn did 
a great job as our Community Service Director with many 
great programs for our kids and seniors. She will be missed.

I hope everyone has a great fall, and to all of our kids, have a 
fun and safe Halloween.

DIRECTORS’ REPORTS
BUILDING OFFICIAL – GERO
The Building Department is continuing to 
review plans, issue permits, and perform 
inspections while taking precautions to keep 
both our employees and our customers safe 

and healthy. Please wear a mask should you need to come 
into the Building Department. Feel free to use e-mail or call 
should you need to contact us.

Over the last month, the Building Department sent out 2 sets 
of construction drawings for plan review. Eleven commercial 
permits were issued and 51 commercial construction 
inspections were performed. Occupancy permits were issued 
for tenant buildouts on Rockside Woods Blvd., Rockside 
Road, Summit Park Drive and Oak Tree Blvd. 

The Department also issued 83 residential permits and 
performed 102 residential construction inspections. Plans 
were reviewed and approved for a new single-family dwelling 
on Daisy Ave. Eleven new dwellings are currently under 
construction in the City.

Additionally, our inspectors have been actively addressing 
issues to clean up our community.

CITY ENGINEER – RAMM
A total of thirty-five (35) permits were issued: 
Eleven (11) Miscellaneous Residential Permits 
were issued to repair/replace/add/extend 

concrete/asphalt driveways/walkways/aprons. Three (3) 
Residential Plumbing Permits were issued to repair storm/
sanitary sewer laterals. Ten (10) Residential Right-of-Way 
Permits were issued to install fiber optic cable. Two (2) 
Commercial Right-of-Way Permits - one (1) to repair and 
replace a railroad crossing and one (1) to install fiber optic 
cable. One (1) Flood Hazard Development Permit was issued 
to stabilize a stream bank (in a Flood Zone). Four (4) Grade 
Permits and four (4) Landscape Permits were issued for new 
dwellings at 6929 Brettin Drive, 6816 Daisy Avenue, 6850 
Linden Lane - Sublot 114 and 6881 Linden Lane - Sublot 
119. Four (4) house topographic site plans were reviewed 
and approved for the aforementioned properties listed above.

We submitted a reimbursement request to the Northeast Ohio 
Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) for their committed 
share of the Patriot’s Way Emergency Culvert Repair in the 
amount of $46,850, which represents about 60% of the 
overall cost of the work. This funding is made possible via 
NEORSD’s “Regional Storm Water Utility Program.”

Work on the Rockside Woods Blvd. North - Road Extension 
& Brecksville Road Improvements Project is substantially 
complete, and the new road is tentatively-scheduled to be 
fully-operational and open to motorists around the end of 
the month.

Final asphalt paving work was completed on Brookside 
Road and on Dania Drive, in connection with the Brookside 
/ Bramley Improvements Project. New mailboxes are being 
installed on the project, and final punch list items are being 
addressed.

We are coordinating work around town with Geotech 
Services and with Catts Construction, relative to our Creek, 
Utility & Infrastructure Maintenance & Repairs Contracts.

Nine (9) bids were received and opened on Friday, September 
11th for the Upper Brookside Road Improvements - Phase 2 
Project. These bids are still under review. 

Four (4) bids were received and opened on Friday, October 
2nd for the Hillside Road Sidewalk Improvements (EAST) 
Project. Ordinance 2020-108 on tonight’s agenda would 
authorize a contract with DiGioia-Suburban Excavating, 
LLC in their base bid amount of $644,829.60.  

At a Special Council Meeting conducted on Tuesday, 
September 29th, Mayor Kurtz and City Council approved 
reallocation of existing funds necessary to make much-needed 
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rehabilitation improvements to E. Schaaf Road, located 
in our commercial business district. Asphalt milling and 
resurfacing operations were performed yesterday and today 
by Ronyak Paving via our 2020 Asphalt Road Maintenance 
& Repairs Contract.

Concrete curb and drive apron replacements, underdrain 
installation and catch basin repairs will be performed over 
the course of the next 30 or so days by Catts Construction via 
our 2020 Concrete Road Maintenance & Repairs Contract. 
Final asphalt paving is tentatively scheduled to be performed 
just before Thanksgiving, weather permitting.

Lastly, we have been coordinating with many home builders 
and residents for “Final Grade” reviews and approvals, in 
order that lawns can be planted to take advantage of this Fall 
growing season.

COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Tomorrow, October 14th, we are hosting a virtual “Welcome 
to Medicare” seminar at 1:00 pm. A volunteer for the Ohio 
Senior Health Insurance Information Program will be 
presenting live on the City Facebook page. 

In the month of September, our team distributed over 2,500 
meals to our 55+ residents. We have received a lot of positive 
feedback on the quality and convenience of these meals. For 
the time being, we are going to continue these pickup style 
lunches in the interest of the safety of our residents.

Election Day is Tuesday, November 3rd at the Civic Center 
with polls open from 6:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. The Board of 
Elections is working with us to make in-person voting go 
smoothly and safely. 

After being closed for the last half year, our hope is to 
open the Community Services side of the Civic Center in 
November, following County and State guidelines. The 
November Spotlight will contain details about our new 
temporary facility policies. 

The Red Cross will be at the Elmwood Recreation Center 
Monday, November 2nd and Monday, November 16th 
from 1 - 7 pm. Appointments are strongly suggested. Visit 
redcrossblood.org to make your appointment and for more 
information. 

FIRE CHIEF – REGA
Daylight saving time is Sunday November 
1st. This is a good time to check your smoke 
detectors and replace batteries. As a reminder, 
many of the newer detectors today have 10-
year sealed batteries so make sure what type 

you have before attempting to change them. If you have 
questions or concerns, please call the Fire Department at 
524-4001 for assistance.  

Trick-or treat night October 31st is coming up quickly. As 
always, Independence Fire Department will have vehicles 
out on the roadways for increase safety. Adding reflective 
material or LED lighting to your child’s costume so that 
they are more visible to drivers on the road is a good idea. 
Additionally, don’t forget to wear a mask and practice social 
distancing as much as possible. Please have a safe and happy 
Halloween.

And finally, on Saturday November 21st from 12:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., our Independence firefighters will be at the 
Independence Drug Mart holding their 5th annual “Stuff 
the Ambulance” food drive. They will be collecting canned 
food and dry good for a local food bank. Your donations 
will be needed even more this year due to the impact of 
COVID-19, so please contribute. If you are unable to make 
it during this specific time and would still like to donate, 
food can also be dropped off at the Fire Department the 
week leading up to the event.  

POLICE CHIEF – KILBANE
Trick or Treating will be held on Saturday, 
October 31 from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
The Ohio Department of Health is strongly 
recommending that Ohioans exercise caution 
when deciding to participate in trick-or-treating 

and events that put them in close contact with people outside 
their immediate family and friends.

Trick-or-Treating Tips:
Always wear a face covering and stay six feet away from people 
who are not from your household, whether trick-or-treating, 
passing out treats, or attending attractions or events.

• Limit the number of houses you visit and ask your 
children to stay as far from treat-givers as possible. For 
small children, consider holding the bag for them.

• Wipe off candy wrappers with sanitizing wipes when 
you arrive home. NEVER wipe unpackaged food with 
wipes.
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• Allow children to eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid 

homemade treats made by strangers.

• Carry hand sanitizer and use it often.

On October 12 Mike Trivisonno of WTAM, Dave Mortach 
Financial and Billy Morris’ Rock and Roll Express food truck 
provided lunch for the Independence Police Department 
as part of their ongoing salute to first responders. They 
also presented the Police Department with a beautiful 
wooden “Thin Blue Line” flag sculpture. On behalf of the 
Independence Police Department, I would like to thank Triv 
and his team for their support.

RECREATION DIRECTOR – WALCHANOWICZ
As we transition from our outdoor sports and 
activities to our indoor facilities, we are happy 
to announce that we will be expanding our 
hours of operation at the Civic Center and 
will also be opening the Fieldhouse facility on 

certain days and times with restrictive use. Please check the 
current Spotlight publication or check our social media feeds 
for updated information. We are still encouraging everyone 
to take advantage of our program and activity registrations 
online or via phone so we have minimal face-to-face contact 
at our Customer Service desks.

I would like to thank all the staff involved in making our 
first Indy Kids Rockin’ Night Out Event a big success! It 
was a perfect dry evening in Elmwood Park with temps in 
the 70’s and a crowd of over 250 residents in attendance 
as the “Rockin’ Robots” danced the night away followed 
by a showing of “Robots” the movie on the big screen. For 
a limited time, our Robot “Dar-win” can be viewed in the 
Civic Center atrium!

Registration is now open for our Haunted Halloween 
Drive-In Movie, scheduled for Friday, October 23rd in the 
Fieldhouse Parking Lot. We’ll be opening the lot at 7:30 p.m. 
with free popcorn for all attendees along with a screening 
of “The Nightmare Before Christmas.” Pre-registration is 
required, $5 per vehicle for Independence residents only. 
Spots are going fast - register today!

Swim lessons are now taking place in the indoor pool for the 
first time since the beginning of March. During these Family 
Swim Lessons, each family has their own lane. Instructors 
stay on the pool deck and wear masks. Parents assist their 
beginner swimmers in the water, and advanced swimmers 
may be independent in the pool. Our staff sanitizes the high 

touch areas and equipment before the next group enters the 
pool. Parents have been doing an amazing job helping their 
children in the water, and we are very excited to have this 
opportunity to work together.

SERVICE DIRCTOR – KARAS
Over the past month the Service Department 
has been busy preparing for the upcoming 
autumn and winter seasons. 

Yard waste processor, Three Z, processed all 
of the City’s yard waste into roughly 3500 yards of double-
shredded compost which will be ready for delivery in the 
spring. 

Leaf collection began at the beginning of October and 
will run through mid-December weather permitting. The 
department will do its best to collect leaves on your regularly 
scheduled rubbish collection day.  So please get your leaves 
to the curb as early and as often as you can. 

Additionally, crews have been out patching roads, cleaning 
up flower beds, preparing the snow plow equipment, and 
with Christmas around the corner, the department has 
begun preparing all of the holiday lights. 

Lastly, the City of Independence had great participation 
for the annual tire round-up conducted on the first three 
Fridays in September. The department collected several 
hundred tires from Independence residents.  This excellent 
program is sponsored by the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste 
District which allows our residents the ability to discard old 
tires at no cost. 

TECHNICAL SERVICS DIRECTOR  
– SNYDERBURN
Tech completed the two tornado siren rebuild 
and reinstallation. The first siren is located atop 
Historic Hall with the second located at 7007 
East Pleasant Valley. We performed tests on 

both sirens with each unit working perfectly.

Tech replaced two exhaust fans atop the Civic Center. The 28 
year old rooftop units were just plain worn out and getting 
to be quite noisy. The new units are very quiet and provide 
plenty of exhaust in both Community Service restrooms.

With the reopening of the Community Services side of the 
Civic Center. the Mayor instructed Tech Service to install 
touchless fixtures in the entire building. The building 



www.independenceohio.org 19

CITY COUNCIL NEWS
currently has quite a few existing with any remaining 
scheduled for completion by October 16th. The installation 
will include new water bottle fillers in lieu of drinking 
fountains. 

Wishing All of Our Residents a Happy& Safe Thanksgiving.

LEGISLATION – OCTOBER 13, 2020
ORDINANCE 2020-76 An Ordinance accepting the 
bid of Rumpke of Northern Ohio, Inc. for the disposal of 
rubbish and street sweepings. (In an amount not to exceed 
$250,000.00). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-96 An Ordinance amending Section 
1141.10 – Special Permits for U-3 use of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Independence. Enacted 7 yes/0 
no.

ORDINANCE 2020-97 An Ordinance amending Section 
1141.03 – Public Building Uses and Special Permit uses 
of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Independence. 
Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-101 An Ordinance Rev 2. enacting 
new Chapter 1151 of the Codified Ordinances of the City 
of Independence to provide regulations for signs. Enacted 5 
yes/2 no (T,V).

ORDINANCE 2020-104 2020 Annual Appropriations 
Ordinance. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-105 An Ordinance authorizing an 
increase in the amount of funds allocated to the retention 
of Mazanec, Raskin & Ryder Co., LPA for professional legal 
services. (In an amount not to exceed $15,000.00 and for a 
total amount not to exceed $60,000.00). Enacted 5 yes/2 no 
(N,W).

ORDINANCE 2020-106 An Ordinance accepting 
the proposal of GPD Group for professional services in 
connection with improvements to City Hall security. (In 
an amount not to exceed $34,000.00). Placed on Second 
Reading without objection.

ORDINANCE 2020-107 An Ordinance authorizing an 
increase in the amount of funds allocated to the retention 
of Osborn Engineering for professional design services in 
connection with CUY-21-09.09 Bridge Aesthetics and 

Utility Support. (In an amount not 

to exceed $15,000.00, and for a total amount not to exceed 
$30,000.00). Enacted 4 yes/3 no (S,T,V).

ORDINANCE 2020-108 An Ordinance accepting the base 
bid of Digioia-Suburban Excavating, LLC for the Hillside 
Road Sidewalk Improvements (east) Project. (In an amount 
not to exceed $644,829.60). Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-109 An Ordinance amending 
Ordinance 2020-7 contracting with Three–Z–Inc. for the 
purchase of yard waste processing services for the Service 
Department on an as-needed basis. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

ORDINANCE 2020-110 An Ordinance authorizing the 
purchase and delivery of two (2) new Titan Leaf Pro Plus 
Vacuum Collectors from Bell Equipment Company through 
the Houston-Galveston Area Council of Governments 
Cooperative Purchasing Program for the Service Department. 
(In an amount not to exceed $127,055.90). Enacted 7 yes/0 
no.

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING  
– SEPTEMBER 29, 2020
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-103 An Ordinance to proceed 
with the 60-inch culvert repair and replacement on or about 
4902 East Pleasant Valley Road and assessment upon 4902 
East Pleasant Valley Road. Enacted 7 yes/0 no.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-23 A Resolution amending 
Resolution 2020-20 declaring the necessity of improving 
public ways for the property located at 4902 East Pleasant 
Valley Road (PPN 563-15-005). Approved 7 yes/0 no.

PLANNING COMMISSION RESULTS  
– OCTOBER 6, 2020
6000 Rockside Woods Blvd. North, Kent State College of 
Podiatric Medicine – Requesting a U-3 Special Conditional 
Use Permit for the installation of a 315.2 kW ground mount 
solar array. Approved.

BOARD OF ZONING RESULTS  
– OCTOBER 15, 2020
8226 Dalebrook Road, Patrick & Cynthia Porowski – 
Requesting a variance to 1361.03 to permit an above ground 
swimming pool of temporary construction to not have a 
fence erected around it (not permitted). Denied.
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SAVE THE DATE   NOVEMBER 2020
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Please confirm Caucus and Council Committee Meeting times by calling the “Council Meeting Line” at 216-328-1477 or visiting www.independenceohio.org

Caucus 5:30 pm

Public Hearing 
6:45 pm

Regular Council 
Meeting 7 pm

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

Blood Drive at 
Elmwood Rec 

1 – 7 pm 

Election Day

“Stuff the 
Ambulance” 

Food Drive
12 – 4 pm

at Drug Mart

Blood Drive at 
Elmwood Rec 

1 – 7 pm

Please Call City Hall 
for Mayor’s Listening 

Night 5 - 6 pm Veterans Day

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm

Board of Zoning  
Appeals following 

Caucus 5:30 pm
 

Architectural Board of 
Review 3 pm

Thanksgiving Day
City Hall Closed

City Hall Closed
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* DUE TO THE COVID-19 SITUATION ALL MEETINGS WILL BE VIRTUAL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
PLEASE CHECK THE CITY WEBSITE TO DETERMINE IF PUBLISHED MEETINGS/EVENTS ARE CANCELLED.*

Website: www.independenceohio.org
Email: cityhall@independenceohio.org

If you have questions regarding 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 please call 
1-833-4ASKODH (1-833-427-5634)

20

 Safety Committee 
Mtg. 3:30 pm

Finance Committee 
Mtg. 4:30 pm


